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JEtemarks/Argaments 

Reconsideration of the pending application is respectfully requested Cldm 1, 3-8, 10- 
14, 16-25, and 27 remain pending in The present application. 

35 U.S.C. 8 102 Rejections 

The Exaiuincr bxs rejected Claims 1-27 under 33 U.S.C. 102(b) as being aulidpatcd by 
WEATHERS, US Pabait # 6,210.019 ('019). Applicant's Attorney respectfully traverse* the 
Exammcr on this ground of tiejection. 

Regarding Claims 1, 3-8» 10-14, 16-'259 and 27» Examiner alleges that '019 provides a 
retrofit unit ibr a fluorescent lighting fixture comprising a dmmbcr having on elongated 
downwardly protruding bottom wall Independent Claims 1, 8^ 14, 22, 26 and 25 have been 
amended to incoiporate sidewalls in conjunction with the downwardly protruding bottom wall 
whcFcia the bottom wall has a ballast substantially contained therein. '019 doe$ not teach side 
walls in conjunction whli a downwardly pirotruding bottom wall nor does it teach having a ballast 
substantially contained within the downwardly pmtmding bottom wall as currently claimed. 
Cluims 3-7, 10-13, 16-21, and 27 presently have llus Uxuitatiou by way uf dalm dcpcudeitLiy. 
Cbinis 2, 9, 15 iuid 26 buve been cunccied. Since each and every clement. of tbc i^laiiii 
limilaliona are not present in the cited reference, Applicant's Attomey respectfully requests that 
the Examiner remove said rejection. 

Regarding Qoim 23, Examiner alleges that '019 teaches a retrofit assembly enclosing an 
existing fluorescent sliip light fiKture having an existing ballast '019 teaches: 
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Referring to FIG. 2^ unnecdcd componentB of the existing lighting fixture, 
including fluorescent lamps 14 and 16, reflector pan 32, eockets 20^ end plates 22 
and 24, and tamp ballast 34, are removed. The electrical connections to ballast 34 
ane disconnected, leaving channel 30 and the wires for electrical connection of the 
retrolEit kit, '019, col, 3, In. 63 - col. 4, In. 2. 

Claim 23 currently claims a r^lrofit assembly for a fluorescent Ugbting fixture 
comprising: an exhtbtgjtuorescent lighting fixture hennngan exisiing ballast and existing 
plurality of lamp holdtnrs, Exainiiusr alleges tliat i^pticant does not recite a ^eciiic dcfimtiou of 
a ''fixture" within the claim. However, the fluorescent lighting fixture is defined as having an 
existing ballast in Claim 23. '019 teaches away from retrofitting an existing lighting fixture 
having an existing ba1Ia$t and lamp holders with a retrofit assembly having a retrofit ballast, aa 
currently claimed, by teaching gutting the existing fixture (including removal of die existing 
ballast in the fixture) snd replacing the component parts, as shown in the above excerpt. This is 
significant in that the retrofit unit of the present invention enables the retrofit unit to be placed 
over an existing fluorescent strip without the gutdng (no ballaet removal) of the existing 
fluorescent strips savmg labor co$t$« Applicant's Attorney therefore respectfully requests thai the 
Examiner remove said rejection. 

Regarding Claim 24, Examiner alleges ihat *019 provides a method far retrofitting a 
fluorcsccia lighting fixture as claimed. Claim 24 includes. "A method &r rclrofitiing a 
fluorescent lighting fixture, consisting essentially of the steps of:**. Tlic steps taught in *019 as 
shown in the foregoing exceipt require the removal of the ballast a$ well as the lamps, reflector 
pan, sockets or holders, and end plates. Many of these steps are eUminflfced with the present 
invention saving labor costs in installation. This is the basic and novel ehnracteristic of the 
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instant invention. Each atid every claim has the limitation of having a ballast on a protruding 
buttuni wall of a n^lioflt apparatus. Such a coiiiij>ur£itiuu climliiatcs the nbzp of ronoving an 
existing ballast iii an existing light ilx.ture, as biLighl iu '019. lu '0I9 the icuiMval of iht ^isttilg 
baikst is rcqiiiicd since a new ballast is afEAcd tu a flat bottuni wall of the retrofit unit and ix)om 
is Ticodcd within the existing fixture to aceommodatc the retrofit balliisL This is ahown in the 
above excerpt of '01 9« eol. 3. In. 63 - coL 4, In. 2. and in (he FIGS in 'QL9. Since each and every 
dlement of the claim limitations are not clectrly present in '019 (i.c. no gutting, removal of 
existing boUost, of the existing fixture). Applicant's Attorney therefore respectfully raqtidats that 
the Examiner remove said rejection. 

A& the Examiner is aware^ in order to be a proper andcipaiory reference, each and every 
element of the claim limitations must be clearly present in Che cited reference. There is no 
Vs disclosure within the cited references disclosing a retrofit apparams havmg a downwardly 
protruding bottom wall witti a ballast attaclicd ihcrtstu and two side walls, nor a method of 
icdufittiug; a flnoxr^iccriil ligbtiug flxttirc not requiiiug; the {^utliug (nmnoval of existing ballast) of 
tlie existing fluaix«5CH:nt lighting fixture. As such, reliance iqxm the references as proper 
antieipatoTy reference? is in^ropriate as each of the elements in the claims are not found 
therein. Applicant's Atlomey respectfiiUy requests that Examiner remove the above rejections. 
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Cunduyiqn 

AppIiLiant's Altomcy assc:rts that the iiistaiit application is iu cunditiun &>i allow^occ. 
Appli«uit*5 Attujncy tlicrcforc respectfully requests thai the Exainiucr allow lire pending ^^laitus. 
However, if the Examiner believes there arc other unresolved issues iix this case, Applicant's 
Attorney of record would appreciate a call at (502) 584-1 135. 

RespeetruRy aubmittod. 
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